
2nd Grade Handbook

Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! We are so excited to help your child learn and grow this year.

We would like to take this opportunity to share some expectations for this year.

Important times:
7:30 - 2:55 - School hours

9:25 - 9:55am - Recess

11:30 - 12:05 - Lunch (time varies depending on individual teacher)

2:00 - 2:45 - Specials

Attendance and Tardies:
The majority of the learning that takes place at school is through teacher instruction, classroom

discussion, and experiments and activities. Therefore, it is extremely important for your child to be

present and on time. School begins promptly at 7:45am. Students arriving after 7:45am must stop by

the o�ce for a tardy slip. The school doors will open daily at 7:30am. For safety purposes, students

may not be dropped o� prior to 7:30am.

In the event of an absence, parents should report the absence on Skyward. If you need help, please

refer to the information on our webpage on how to report an absence. In addition, a signed parent or

doctor’s note should be sent to the o�ce with your child upon returning from any absence. A signed

note received within 3 days of absence is required for an absence to be considered excused.

Dismissal:
There are new dismissal procedures in place beginning this year.

Car Tags:
● We utilize a car tag system for student dismissal to increase the safety and security of our students.

Every Cheatham family will be issued a car tag number.  A family that has multiple children at
Cheatham, every student within that family will have the same car tag number.

● Students will be given a backpack tag with their car tag number printed on it. Backpack tags must
remain on each students’ backpack all year.

● Parents will receive 2 car tags matching your child(ren)’s number.

● A car tag must be present for all car riders and parent pick-up zones as they will be checked against the
student’s backpack tag to ensure the numbers match. If no car tag is present, the parent will need to go

https://www.allenisd.org/Page/61632


to the front o�ce to show identi�cation to check their child out. Parents in a carpool line will need to
park in the parking lot before entering the front door of the building.

● If you lose your car tag, please contact your child’s teacher.

Car riders: Kindergarten and �rst grade (and older students with younger siblings in K-1) will dismiss

out the front door of the school. Grades 2-6 will dismiss on the side of the building (by the bike

racks/gym). Please pull all the way forward when driving through the carpool line. If you choose to

walk across the parking lot to pick up your child, please use the crosswalk to cross the carpool line

safely. Due to safety reasons, students are not permitted to cross the parking lot without being

accompanied by an adult.

Walkers and Bike Riders: Students will be supervised out of the building to their respective area.

Students will be walked out of the door by the bike racks. Second graders will meet older siblings in

the gym.  Second graders with younger siblings will meet in the cafeteria. Please communicate with

your child where they will meet.

Bus and Daycare Riders: Students will be supervised to the designated waiting area and will be

supervised until their bus arrives. Please make sure your child knows their bus number and stop

prior to the �rst day of school if riding an Allen ISD bus. Please make sure your child knows the

name of their daycare if going to daycare after school.

If your child will be traveling home any way other than the ‘normal’ mode, please send a note or call
the school o�ce at the beginning of the school day. We are not always able to check our email in time

to accommodate last minute changes. Notifying the o�ce will ensure your child is dismissed
appropriately.

Early Pick Up: If you need to pick your child up from school early at any time, you will need to check

them out from the front o�ce. The o�ce will notify us that the child is leaving early and we will send

them down to meet you. It is helpful to notify your child’s teacher if you know they will be checking

out or leaving early so we can have them prepared ahead of time, if needed. This is especially

important if you will be checking your child out during specials.

Communication:
We are big believers in home-school communication. You are the ultimate expert on your child and we



truly value your knowledge and input. If you ever have any questions concerning your child’s

progress, please do not hesitate to email, call, or send a note with your child. Email is our preferred

form of communication during school hours. With our conference time being at the end of the day,

please understand that emails may not be checked or returned until 2:00pm or later. We will also use

the following forms of communication on a regular basis.

2nd Grade Newsletter:

We will send out a newsletter every other week via email that will be our main form of

communication. Our bi-weekly newsletter will contain important information about events in our

classroom, what we’re learning, SEL topics, grade level and school-wide events, and important

reminders so please be sure to read it!

Daily Binder:

Your child will bring home a binder each day that contains many important items. The daily binder

will contain behavior calendars, homework calendars, graded assignments, notes and/or other items

that need to go home so please check it nightly.

Behavior Chart:

We will be utilizing a daily behavior calendar to communicate your child’s behavior each day. If your

child has di�culty following the Charger Expectations on any given day, you will see a note on their

behavior calendar. Please sign the behavior calendar daily to let us know you have seen it. Your child

will also use this space to write a vocabulary word or activity from our learning each day that you can

use as a conversation starter.

Homework Calendar:

Monthly homework calendars will be put into your child’s binder. These will include activities for

your child to practice each night. These activities will not be taken for a grade; however your child

might be rewarded throughout the nine weeks for completing the activities. Please initial each

activity as your child completes it.

Breakfast and Lunch:

A healthy breakfast and lunch are essential to a successful day of learning. Your child may purchase



breakfast and lunch from the cafeteria or they may bring lunch from home. Snacks and ‘a la carte’

items will be charged from your child’s school lunch account.

Breakfast will be served from 7:30-7:45am daily. Breakfast will stop being served promptly at 7:45am

so please plan accordingly if your child is planning on eating breakfast at school.

- Click to view the Breakfast and Lunch Menus

- Click to set up a school lunch account

Snacks and Water Bottles:
Students will have the opportunity to have a snack while learning each day. Healthy snacks and water

are recommended during this time. Please help your child choose a dry, healthy snack to minimize

messes and spills. Cut up fruit, cheese, granola bars, trail mix, and crackers are great choices. Please

avoid dessert items and ‘junk food’ such as chips and candy, peanut butter, sticky or juicy foods, and

any foods requiring a spoon to eat. Students may not share snacks, and parents may not bring snacks

for the whole class.

Staying hydrated by drinking water throughout the day is bene�cial to students so we encourage all

students to bring in a reusable water bottle daily. Only clear water is allowed in the classroom. Sport

tops are best as they can be easily closed to avoid spills.

Grades:

Welcome to the wonderful world of number grades! The grading system in 2nd grade is signi�cantly

di�erent from the system used in Kindergarten and 1st grade. Please sit down with your child and

explain the grading system to them, as well as your expectations concerning them. We use only the

numeric value, but so you know what each numeric value is, the grading system is as follows:

90 - 100: A
80 - 89: B
70 - 79: C

69 or below: F

Grades will be updated weekly in Skyward and graded papers, when able, will be sent home weekly.

Please take some time to look over and re�ect on your child’s work together.

https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/CheathamElementaryTX
https://paypams.com/


Assignments that receive a grade below a 70 will be returned to the student for corrections (after a
re-teaching session has occurred). When work is corrected, a 70 is the highest grade attainable and
will replace the previous grade. These corrections will be made in class. Our goal is to ensure
success for your child.

Report Cards:
Report cards will be viewable on Skyward Family Access each nine weeks. There will be no paper
copies of report cards sent home. We will notify you when report cards are posted so you are able to
login to Skyward Family Access and review your child’s report card.

Social and Emotional Learning:
We will continue utilizing the Second Step social and emotional curriculum this year. Second Step
provides students with real life situations to learn and practice deescalation skills, focus, empathy,
patience, respect, responsibility and problem solving. We will also provide tips, tricks, and
conversation starters to use at home in our grade level newsletter. This is a great resource to
support you and your child when facing big emotions at home.

Technology:
We spoke with our students about the appropriate and responsible use of technology in addition to
the application GoGuardian, which helps teachers manage their students’ daily online activity,
provide meaningful feedback, and eliminate distractions. Please talk with your child at home about
the appropriate use of their district-issued device as well as how to properly care for it. We also
encourage you to review the Allen ISD Empower 1:1 Handbook 2022-2023 to answer any questions
you or your child may have regarding this policy or Allen ISD’s Student Code of Conduct and Student
Handbook.

Birthdays:

To avoid hurt feelings among classmates, party invitations should be mailed or emailed unless

invitations are provided for every child in the classroom or all boys/all girls. We enjoy celebrating

student birthdays in the classroom. Each teacher has their own practice for acknowledging students

on their special day, and we allow parents to send a small trinket (stickers, pencils, etc.) to be

handed out to classmates at the end of the day. While we discourage parents from providing food for

other students, Lauren’s Law allows parents to provide a treat to the class on their child’s birthday.

If you choose to send a treat for the class, please ensure it is store bought and allergen free. The

teacher will hand it out at the end of the school day. Communicate with the classroom teacher in

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OtMGI9Gwk0VazRgj4WgCmEzH0fHQkDonfEXgvmC7j3c/edit


advance regarding any dietary restrictions.

Personal Items:

Items such as toys, stu�ed animals, candy, gum, jewelry, trinkets, trading cards, and extra money

should be left at home. We know that these items are exciting and fun, but they are often distracting

to other students and have a tendency to get lost or misplaced at school. In order to prevent lost

items and upset feelings, please leave the personal items at home. Students may bring items such as

balls or jump ropes for recess; however, the student is responsible for all items brought from home.

Volunteers:

If you play on volunteering or chaperoning �eld trips this year, you must complete a Criminal

History Background Check (renews each July) through the Allen ISD website at

https://www.allenisd.org/Page/214.

https://www.allenisd.org/Page/214

